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Message Text 
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PAGE 01 SINGAP 04004 080956Z 
ACTION HA-05 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 10-13 ISO-OO PA-01 CIAE-00 INR-10 
NSAE-00 /040 W 

011888 091112Z/20 

R 080930Z SEP 78 
FM AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1024 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SINGAPORE 4004 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUB J : REPORTS OF CANNIBALISM AMONG REFUGEES RESCUED BY 
M.V. WORLD KINGDOM 

REF: SINGAPORE 3966 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . REFTEL REPORTS LANDING IN SINGAPORE OF 54 VIETNAMESE 
REFUGEES RESCUED BY MV WORLD KINGDOM AFTER SEVERAL WEEKS 
AT SEA UNDER CONDITIONS WHICH REPORTEDLY RESULTED IN DEATH 
OF 20 REFUGEES. 

2. LOCAL NEWSPAPERMEN INTERVIEWING REFUGEES HAVE COME 
ACROSS REPORTS THAT SOME OF THEM RESORTED TO CANNIBALISM 
DURING THEIR LONG SOJOURN AT SEA BEFORE BEING RESCUED. 
LOCAL CHINESE-LANGUAGE PAPER IN SEPTEMBER 7 ARTICLE QUOTED 
ONE FEMALE REFUGEE AS SAYING THAT TWO BODIES WERE EATEN 
BY STARVING REFUGEES. FRONT PAGE STORY IN SEPTEMBER 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SINGAP 04004 080956Z 

8 STRAITS TIMES REPORTED THAT SOURCE OF EARLIER 
STORY HAD DENIED REPORT AND THAT LEADER OF GROUP 
HAD VEHEMENTLY INSISTED IT WAS UNTRUE. REPORTER HAD 
LATER INTERVIEWED ANOTHER FEMALE MEMBER OF GROUP. 
HOWEVER, WHO SAID CANNIBALISM STORIES WERE TRUE. 

2. UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE DRUCKE TELEPHONED CONSULAR 
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OFFICER SEPTEMBER 8 TO EXPRESS DEEP CONCERN OVER 
CANNIBALISM REPORTS. SHE URGED US TO CONTACT REFUGEES 
AND WARN THEM AGAINST GIVING SUCH REPORTS TO NEWSMEN. 

WE REPLIED THAT WE WERE NOT IN POSITION TO DO SO. 

KNEIP 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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